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general severity of the weather gradually increase till
about 2 p.m., and then gradually decrease till past mid-
night In anticyclones, on the contrary, a misty or cloudy
morning is followed by a great diminution of cloud as the
day goes on, while later on, in the evening, mist and
cloud are sometimes formed again.

If, besides these broad features of diurnal variation,
we consider some of its more tninute changes, we observe
that, in cyclones, a cloudy morning often has a short
break about 10 a.m.; that the weather then becomes
much worse, but has a marked tendency to clear up again
about 4 p.m. In anticyclones, on the contrary, a clear
morning at 4 a.m. is frequently very cloudy at 10 a.m.,
after which the cloud again decreases till about 4 p.m.,
when more cloud or mist are often again formed, and last
till quite late in the evening. We find, in fact, not only
traces of a semi-diurnal variation, or of one which runs
through its course twice in a day, but also that the
intervals of this variation are obviously connected with
the hours of diurnal maxima and minima of pressure.

The increase of cloud during the day in cyclones may
be generally described as an accession of intensity which
accompanies the diurnal increase in the velocity of the
Incurving wind. Then, as more air is being poured into
the centre of the cyclone, the ascensional currents must
also be stronger, and therefore more cloud will be formed.
In anticyclones, the morning mist has already been shown
to be due to radiation, and the marked clearing of the
sky during the day must be due to the increased strength
of the descensional currents near the centre, caused by
the increased velocity of the outcurved wind during the